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This hands-on training is designed specifically for diplomats from Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) who are current or prospective members of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council (HRC). Co-organized with the support of the SIDS/LDCs Trust Fund 
of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Singapore to the UN in Geneva the training focuses on equipping participants with 
the procedural knowledge and practical skills needed to effectively engage in the work of the HRC, 
especially in drafting, negotiating, and adopting resolutions.
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SIDS and LDCs encounter distinct structural and 
resource-based constraints in their engagement 
with the United Nations human rights mechanisms. 
The limited representation of diplomatic missions in 
Geneva, reduced staffing capacities, and the absence 
of personnel dedicated specifically to the HRC 
often restrict their ability to engage meaningfully 
and consistently in the Council’s multifaceted 
deliberations and decision-making processes. And 
the HRC’s increasing workload, through extended 
sessions and intersessional activities, only adds up 
to the constraints already facing SIDS and LDCs.

To address some of these constraints, the HRC, 
through its resolution 19/26, established the 
Voluntary Technical Assistance Trust Fund in 2012, 
which became operational in 2014. The Trust Fund 
was designed to facilitate the effective participation 
of eligible SIDS and LDCs in the work of the 
Council, particularly for those without permanent 
representation in Geneva. Since its inception, 
the Fund has supported the participation of 290 
government officials from 72 countries, with the 
backing of financial contributions from 38 donor 
states.

While the Fund has played a significant role in 
enhancing the representation of SIDS and LDCs at 
the HRC, delegates from these countries continue 
to highlight the need for more targeted, practice-
oriented training. Beyond acquiring knowledge 
of the Council’s procedures, there is a growing 
demand for capacity-building initiatives that 
enable delegates to actively shape and influence the 
Council’s outcomes. This includes strengthening 
their ability to conduct negotiations, propose and 
respond to amendments, engage with procedural 
motions, and participate effectively in voting 
processes.

This training is designed to respond to these needs 
through a highly interactive and scenario-based 
approach. It aims to dive deeper into the internal 
functioning of the Council and provide delegates 
with practical tools and simulated experience, 
thereby enhancing their capacity to navigate the 
HRC’s working methods.

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course, participants will:

• Obtain an in-depth understanding of the procedural 
workings of the HRC, including drafting, negotiation, and 
voting processes

• Be equipped with practical tools and strategies for 
participating in the adoption of resolutions

• Develop leadership qualities and strategic thinking to 
address challenges within the HRC and beyond.

• Build valuable professional networks with peers from SIDS/
LDCs, fostering ongoing collaboration.

AUDIENCE

This training is intended exclusively for Geneva-based diplomats 
from SIDS/LDCs, who are current members of the Human 
Rights Council or are planning to stand for membership. It is 
specifically designed for delegates seeking to strengthen their 
operational understanding of the Council’s procedures and 
enhance their practical engagement in its work.

LECTURER

The training course will be led by Eric Tistounet, Former Chief 
of the Human Rights Council Branch at the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, and author of the textbook 
entitled ‘The UN Human Rights Council: A Practical Anatomy’, 
published by Elgar Publishing in February 2020.

FEE

This training is supported by the OHCHR, in particular the SIDS/
LDCs Trust Fund and the Permanent Mission of the Republic of 
Singapore to the UN Office in Geneva, and is provided free of 
charge for Geneva-based SIDS/LDCs diplomats.

READ MORE AND APPLY

Applications close on 28 May 2025

Full program details and registration at:
https://bit.ly/4kuZjvm

GENEVA HUMAN RIGHTS PLATFORM

traininghub@geneva-academy.ch
www.geneva-academy.ch/geneva-humanrights-platform


